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The scale of the risk to be managed through adaptation 
is growing.. incremental adaptation is unlikely to 
be enough…. 

from Sayers et al, 2020– UK Climate Change Risk Assessment – Flood projections

The increase in the ‘managed flood risk’ by 2080s in the UK



Adaptation 

3

A transformational 
change in approach is 
needed – breaking the 
‘bias to build’1 towards 
whole system portfolio 
based responses
blending natural and 
conventional
infrastructure2

Recognised good 
adaptation and
mitigation have common 
goals.

1 – Sayers et al 2019 
2 - Sayers et al, 2014
3 – Sayers et al 2021
Also see Interreg NSR C5a 

Potential for improved soil 
management from forest 
restoration to 2000 levels
Analysis by Sayers for WWF3
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A transformational change in approach is needed – sometimes 
this means implementing radical change in some locations 
(including relocation) – but this needs to be planned and 
supported.

Based on Sayers et al, 2020

Changing coastal risks – today to 2080s
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‘Liveable cities’, ‘ecosystem health’ and ‘flood 
resilience’

Rivals? Allies?

Although there is no easy blueprint – it 
is clear each is a pre-requiste of the 
other and not distinct from it
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