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Name  Bio  Picture  Organisation 
Prof. dr. dr. h.c. 
Hans Joosten 

Hans Joosten (1955, Netherlands) has since 1996 led the Department 
of Peatland Studies and Palaeoecology of Greifswald University 
(Germany), partner in the Greifswald Mire Centre, since 2008 as an 
Extraordinary Professor. Key research topics are peatland 
conservation, restoration and paludiculture. Since 2000 Hans is 
Secretary-General of the International Mire Conservation Group 
(IMCG), the world organization of peatland conservationists. Since 
2009 he has been intensively involved in UNFCCC negotiations and 
IPCC guidance development, especially with respect to accounting for 
emissions from organic soils, and in FAO in advancing climate-
responsible peatland management.  

 

 

Douwe Hoogland Douwe Hoogland is a Dutch Politician (PvdA) serving as Provincial 
Executive for the Province of Fryslân since 2019. His portfolio includes 
a.o. Nature, Biodiversity, Water and Peatlands. Being a former 
(organic) farmer, the transition towards sustainable Frisian Peatlands 
is a dossier close to his heart.  

 

Province of Fryslân 
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Dr. Marta Jacuniak-
Suda 

Marta Jacuniak-Suda holds a master’s degree in the German 
language and the environmental sciences from universities in Zielona 
Góra (Poland), Vechta (Germany) and Staffordshire (England). Her 
Ph.D. thesis addressed regional governance in rural areas in 
Western and Eastern Europe.  

Currently, she works for the Office for Regional Development Weser-
Ems and is responsible for fostering international cooperation within 
the framework of the Interreg B and Europe Programmes. This 
includes an active involvement in the selected projects on climate 
change adaptation, decarbonisation and enhancing biodiversity. Marta 
represents Lower Saxony in the North Sea Commission and is a 
member of the German Interreg North Sea Programme advisory board 
and the trilateral Wadden Sea Forum. 

 

 

Dr Mark McCorry Mark McCorry has been working as an ecologist within Bord na Móna 
for 12 years. His main role has been planning peatland rehabilitation of 
Bord na Móna’s cutaway bogs. Mark trained as an ecologist in 
University College Dublin, where he did a degree in Environmental 
Biology and then went on to carry out postgraduate research for his 
PhD on saltmarsh ecology. He lives in Co. Laois near Abbeyleix with 
his wife and 2 teenage daughters. The midlands landscape has 
undergone a significant transformation since Bord na Móna began 
operating. Industrial peat extraction has now ceased and Bord na 
Mona have started an ambitious peatland rehabilitation programme 
(PCAS).  

 

Bord na Mona 

Amber De La Haye Amber is a research and science communications consultant working 
on innovation and sustainability projects at Bax & Company. With a 
background in journalism and climate change mitigation, she is 
committed to turning theory into widespread practice through effective 
action and communication. Amber is co-author of the Peatlands 
Across Europe: Innovation and Inspiration booklet, a state of the art 
and guide to next steps.  

 

Bax & Company 
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Andrea Kelly Andrea has a background in aquatic research, studying at UEA and 
working for the National Rivers Authority, Environment Agency then 
Broads Authority on lake and wetland restoration since the 1990’s. 
Andrea’s current role involves developing ecological and land 
management strategy including managing Test and Trials of the 
Environment Land Management scheme, wet farming and wetland 
restoration projects in the UK’s largest wetland.   

 

Broads Authority  

Bert van de Wiel, 
MSc BBE 

Lecturer of Environmental Psychology, Human Geography, 
Architecture, Urbanism, Research skills. Researcher focusing on the 
relationship of people and the natural and built environment, on health 
and well-being and on support and resistance in transition processes.  

 

Hogeschool Van Hall Larenstein 

Brechtje Horsten I have studied landscape architecture and fine arts and work as a 
teacher in (spatial) design next to my own practice. 

 

Van Hall Larenstein university of 
applied sciences 
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Cisca Devereux Project manager and peatland enthusiast at Carbon Connects. 
Masters in civil, structural and environmental engineering from Trinity 
College Dublin, now working as an Innovation Consultant at Bax & 
Company. Passionate about ecosystem restoration, nature-based 
solutions and climate change mitigation/adaptation strategies. Co-
author of the booklet "Peatlands Across Europe: Innovation and 
Inspiration". 

 

Bax & Company 

Dr Amey S Tilak Dr. Amey S. Tilak is currently working as a Postdoctoral Research 
Scientist on EU INTERREG Carbon Connects Peatland Project with 
Limerick Institute of Technology (LIT).  

 

Limerick Institute of Technology 

Dr Christian Fritz  People and peatlands provide some of the world's most fascinating 
puzzles. My research is attracted towards the challenging interaction 
between carbon, water and societal needs in peat. Paludiculture, 
water retention-focused hydrological management and wet carbon 
farming are fields within peatland communities that my research 
tackles by greenhouse gas flux assessments, systematic ecosystem 
service quantification and stakeholder involvement. 

 

Radboud University Nijmegen 
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Dr Dan Hoare I lead for the Broads Authority on the management and delivery of the 
its construction, maintenance and ecology work programme 
throughout the Broads National Park. Work areas for the team of 
supervisors and technical specialists I manage includes projects and 
maintenance tasks to achieve strategic aims across waterways 
management, visitor infrastructure, habitat management and species 
conservation. I have responsibility for the management of operational 
work sites, premises, machinery and vessels; as well as the co-
ordination and safety of other practical work undertaken by teams of 
Authority staff, volunteers, and contractors.  

 

Broads Authority 

Dr Gert-Jan van 
Duinen 

I'm a senior scientist at Stichting Bargerveen and guest researcher at 
the Radboud University and project leader at waterboard Aa & Maas 
for Carbon Connects. Since 1998 I'm involved in applied research on 
ecosystem functioning, biodiversity and trophic interactions and 
application of the obtained knowledge in many bog restoration 
projects. Also participating in research and practical management of 
paludiculture, including various aspects like greenhouse gase 
emissions, water restention, biodiversity, innovative applications of 
biomass and business cases.  

Waterboard Aa & Maas/Radboud 
University/Stichting Bargerveen 

Dr Laurent ANDRE Dr Laurent ANDRE is working as a Research Engineer in geochemical 
modelling at BRGM (the French Geological Survey - Orléans – 
France) since 2006. L. André mainly analyses the water-rock-gas 
interactions within shallow and deep reservoirs. He is involved in the 
INTERREG NWE CARE-PEAT project and he is currently working on 
the modelling of gas emissions at the peatland-atmosphere interface. 

 

French Geological Survey 
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Dr Maarten De 
Boever 

Maarten De Boever has a Phd in soil and water management. He is 
currently working as a researcher on soil organic carbon and more 
specific on modelling of carbon stocks in agricultural soils. He also 
studies the effect of rewetting agricultural land on soil carbon stocks 
and possibilities towards wet agriculture. 

 

ILVO 

Dr Patrick Crushell Patrick is a peatland ecologist with over 20 years professional 
experience working in the area of peatland ecology, management, and 
restoration. Since 2018 Patrick has led the Pearl Mussel Project 
European Innovation Partnership in designing and implementing a 
large scale results-based agri-environmental scheme. The project 
operates across 8 peatland catchments in the west of Ireland and aims 
to achieve improvements in water quality, biodiversity and climate by 
rewarding and incentivising farmers to improve peatland management. 

 

Pearl Mussel Project EIP 

Dr Rob Collins Rob began his career at the UK Centre for Ecology and Hydrology 
where he completed his PhD in Water Quality. He has 30 years 
experience across all aspects of integrated land and water 
management including rural and urban pollution, flood risk 
management and climate resilience. Prior to joining the Rivers Trust 
he worked at the European Environment Agency focusing upon the 
implementation of freshwater policy across Europe. 

 

The Rivers Trust 
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Dr. Annieke Borst Working towards a more circular economy and bio-based future is 
what interests me in my work on paludiculture and peat-restoration, as 
well as the possibility to play in the mud.  

 

Radboud University Nijmegen 

Dr. Dipl. pol. Laura 
Mae Herzog 

Laura Herzog is a research associate at the Institute of Geography 
and the Research Center Institute for Environmental Systems 
Research at Osnabrück University. She conducts research on the 
interactions of human-environment systems and their significance for 
the way humans interact with ecosystems. Ms. Herzog received her 
PhD in Political Science from the University of Bern on "Cooperation in 
a Common-Pool Resource Problem Setting: The Case of Micro-
Pollutant Regulation in the River Rhine" and holds a diploma in 
political science from the Freie Universität Berlin. 

 

Osnabrück University 

Dr. Ellen J. Weerman In my research at the HAS University of Applied sciences I focus my 
reseach on climate resilient landscapes and how the different landuse 
can benefit from each other in a landscape. Together with students I 
studied how these future landscapes should look like and what this 
means for biodiversity and farmers.  

 

HAS University of Applied Sciences 
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Dr. Ivan Mettrop Ivan is a researcher in the field of climate adaptation and ecological 
restoration. During his PhD trajectory he conducted extensive 
research in wetland ecology. In recent years he has been involved in 
several practical pilotstudies related to paludiculture. 

 

Altenburg & Wymenga ecological 
research 

Dr. Jens-Uwe 
Holthuis 

Soil Scientist (main focus: hydrology and soil chemistry, i.a. University 
of Oldenburg, University Halle-Wittenberg); 2003 - 2017 focussing on 
retention soil filters to clean up surface run-off (i.a. University of 
Applied Sciences Bremen); since 2017 project manager of 
Sphagnumfarm Barver (funded by Interregproject CANAPE).  

 

Stiftung Naturschutz im Landkreis 
Diepholz 

Dr. Loes Witteveen Loes Witteveen (PhD) is the lead researcher of the research group 
Communication, Participation and Social Ecological Learning at Van 
Hall Larenstein University of Applied Sciences and is attached to the 
Knowledge, Technology and Innovation group group of Wageningen 
University, the Netherlands. Her research and teaching relates to 
visual research methods design thinking, and community art for social 
change, participatory governance and policy design in a context of life 
sciences and sustainable development. Most of her work is positioned 
internationally with recent activities on sustainable water management 
and social imaginaries in the Netherlands.  

Van Hall Larenstein University of 
Applied Sciences 
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Dr. Nina Röhrig Working as a Research Associate for the EU Interreg project “Carbon 
Connects”, exploring sustainable uses for rewetted peatlands in North 
West Europe. Finalised a PhD with a focus on value chains from 
agroforestry systems in March 2021 at Philipps-University Marburg 
(Germany). Hold an MSc degree in Organic Farming & Food 
Production Systems from Newcastle University and a BSc degree in 
Geography from Philipps-University Marburg. 

 

Philipps-Universität Marburg 

Dr. Peter Maenhout Peter Maenhout his research focusses on the emissions of soil-borne 
greenhouse gasses and soil management strategies that aim to 
sequester carbon in soil. He studies the effects of these soil 
management strategies on the trade-offs with greenhouse gas 
emissions and N losses. In addtion, he investigates the emission of 
greenhouse gasses in wetlands. 

 

ILVO 

Dr. Wiebe Borren Wiebe Borren works as a hydrologist at the nature conservation 
organisation Natuurmonumenten. He advises on water management, 
hydrological optimization and climate aspects in nature areas. 
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Dr.ir. Peter van der 
Maas 

Peter van der Maas studied Environmental Sciences at Van Hall 
Instituut (Groningen, BSc. 1991) and Environmental Technology at 
Wageningen University (MSc. 1993). His doctoral research (PhD, 
Wageningen University, 2005) focussed on the development of an 
innovative technology for nitrogen removal.  
Since September 2017, Peter van der Maas has been associated with 
Van Hall Larenstein as Professor of applied sciences (Sustainable 
water systems). He also works as Strategic advisor at WLN. Peter 
wants to contribute to the social task of keeping freshwater clean and 
sufficiently available for society (nature, drinking water, agriculture and 
industry) through practice-oriented research, together with lecturers, 
students and stakeholders.  

 

Van Hall Larenstein University of 
applied sciences 

Edgard Daemen MSc As a biologist, with nearly twenty years of experience in nature 
development and habitat restoration projects in Flanders (Belgium), I 
am currently working on the rewetting of two peat areas in the west of 
Flanders. Besides plan development and preparation towards 
implementation of these plans on site, I am also much involved with 
land banking and land consolidation as preparatory means for 
implementation. 

 

 

Frederik Naedts Passionate about birds I started as a young volunteer at Natuurpunt. 
Now, 25 years later I manage multiple nature reserves in Flanders. My 
aim is to create resilient nature to tackle biodiversity loss. I'm particular 
interested in ecology where nature meets soil, hydrology and history. 
In my spare time I like to wander in nature. 

 

Natuurpunt 
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Harry Mach Harry Mach is the lead officer for Climate Mitigation at the Broads 
Authority, working in the Broads National Park. As part of this role he 
is the Project Manager for the CANAPE Project. In addition to wetland 
management, Harry has an interest in wider climate change issues in 
conservation, including decarbonisation of operations and sustainable 
tourism. 

 

Broads Authority  

ing. Wilfried. Heijnen Since 1991 active in watermanagement from project realization, 
maintenance to project and process planning for complex area 
development with multiple disciplines and organizations. For certain 
areas in the peat colonies soil subsidence by means of peat oxidation 
is a reccuring problem. New choices must be made for future 
agricultural land use in dialogue with the land owners. Which way of 
land development is feasible and sustainable and has a support base 
from the owners?  

 Water authority Hunze and Aa's 

Ir. Niek de Boer I am the Research Director for VHL University of Applied Sciences in 
Leeuwarden. Making the world future proof is for me an important 
motive. I always worked as consultant and manager to make the world 
a little bit better an more future proof. I have worked on many peatland 
project where always was discussion about the waterlevels and the 
different functions. My role was connect people, knowledge and points 
of view. 

 

Van Hall Larenstein University of 
applied science 



[Type here] 
 

 
13-15 October 2021 Speakers 

Sustainable Peatlands: A Win for All 

Jasper van Belle I teach ecology at Environmental Sciences and work on research 
projects on sustainable use of peatlands. Much of my work is focused 
at the ecosystem services delivered by healthy peatlands and how to 
make these available for payment.  

 

Van Hall Larenstein Uni. of Appl. Sc.  

Job van de 
Crommert BSc MBA 

With a background in agricultural engineering and biomass logistics, 
our company focuses on the valorisation of (residual) biomass streams 
and fibre crops. In this context we are partner in a project where we 
develop new value chains for fibre crops grown on peatland. Aim is to 
create a market pull, rather then a product push for the peatland fibre 
crops. 

 

van de Crommert Projects and 
Innovations 
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Joop van Eerbeek 
Msc 

Since I was a child I have been fascinated by nature and in particular 
spatial distribution and migrational patterns of animals in order to 
fulfill their lifecycles. Nowadays my work at VHL University focusses 
on tracking fish migration by use of acoustic telemetry in inland and 
coastal waters.  
 

 

VHL University of Applied Sciences 

Kate Cartmell Done Peatland restoration officer working in northern England on eroding 
bare peat sites. 

 

North Pennines AONB Partnership 

Mr. Paul Leadbitter Paul is the Peatland Programme Manager at the North Pennines Area 
of Outstanding Beauty (AONB) Partnership located in Northern 
England. He holds a Master of Science degree in Forestry from 
Lakehead University in North-western Ontario, Canada and 
undergraduate degrees in Geography and Environmental Science 
from Nipissing University in Ontario, Canada. Paul has been working 
in the nature conservation and protected areas world for 25 years and 
has a keen interest in wetland ecosystems. As Programme Manager in 
the North Pennines over the past 15 years Paul has led a team of 
peatland specialists to restore over 40,000 hectares of degraded 
peatlands in England’s largest blanket bog system. development. 

 

North Pennines AONB Parthership 
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Niall Ó Brolcháin Formerly a member of the Irish Parliament, Niall is now a Researcher 
in NUIG. 
His focus is on Data / Evidence based Policy development at 
International, European, National, Regional and Local levels.. 
Niall has always been a key environmentalist and specialises in the 
areas of GHG emissions reduction and Biodiversity. 

 

National University of Ireland, Galway 

Peter Hahn Have for many years worked with international projects – primarily as 
project manager for LIFE projects and Interreg project. Next to the 
project management, I do some bird watching as part of the national 
monitoring program 

 

Danish Nature Agency 

Peter Nailon Peter Nailon became a founding Trustee when the Wear Rivers Trust 
was formed in 2008. Before becoming Trust Director in 2011 he 
worked in agricultural and forestry training, having followed his 
environmental interests in a career change from corporate logistics in 
the brewery and grocery sectors. He lives in rural Weardale in the 
upper Wear catchment within sight of the Carbon Connects UK pilot 
peatland restoration site. 

 

Wear Rivers Trust 
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Sarah Johnson  I have a background in conservation science, and particular interest in 
sustainable land management, with a current focus on peatlands. I 
have worked on various peatland projects in the UK, working to protect 
and improve the peat landscapes, and raise awareness of their 
importance. My work increasingly focusses on exploring alternative 
land management practises on peatlands, such as wetter farming - for 
example supporting the delivery of LWT's 'carbon farm pilot' with the 
Interreg NW Care-Peat project. I sit on Defra's new Lowland Peatland 
Taskforce NW sub-group, am a lead author of the IUCN UK Peatland 
Programme’s Commission of Inquiry report on Productive Lowland 
Peatland and also a co-author of Natural England's England Peat 
Strategy: Greater Manchester Peat Pilot Report for Defra. 

 

Lancashire Wildlife Trust (LWT) 

Tsjippie Visser BSc. On a daily basis I am involved in research for the University of Applied 
Sciences Van Hall Larenstein. This broad but also specialized work 
environment fits my wide area of interest.  
 
The last 3 years I have worked on the CANAPE project, where I look 
at water quality using sensor technology.  
 
With the work I do, I am motivated to contribute to a more sustainable 
living environment. 

 

Van Hall Larenstein University of 
Applied Sciences 

Véronique CHAUVIN  I am an environmental engineer. After 15 years of working in private 
offices, I joined the Chamber of Agriculture in 2016 to work on agri-
environmental measures, agro-ecological transition and the integration 
of trees into agricultural systems. I am at the head of a team of 25 
people on this work in Pays de la Loire. 

 

Regional Chamber of Agriculture of 
Pays de la Loire 
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Sarian Kosten  I am an aquatic ecologist appointed as associate professor at the 
Aquatic Ecology & Environmental Biology Department at the Radboud 
Institute for Biology and Environmental Sciences (RIBES). My 
research focusses on how abiotic and biotic conditions drive aquatic 
greenhouse gas emissions and affect carbon burial. how global 
change impacts aquatic systems and how negative effects can be 
mitigated. 
  

Radboud Universiteit  

 


