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What it sounds like from over here:
Perspectives on cross Atlantic listening interests



My interests

Further develop the use of underwater
sound information as a tool for natural
resource management

• Improve our ability to detect changes in the status of
vocally-active species and their habitats due to
changing climate and other human influences

• Support the design and monitor the effectiveness of
approaches to reduce human impacts on marine life

• Transition data to decision support for engineers and
policy makers

• Evaluate and improve marine protected area
effectiveness



The US National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA) is the lead federal agency responsible for reducing
or eliminating impacts (including noise) on marine species in
US waters

• Marine Mammal Protection Act
• 95% permitting authority used to address acoustic impacts
• Marine Mammal Health and Stranding Response Program

• Endangered Species Act
• Federal agency consultations, Critical Habitat

• National Marine Sanctuaries Act
• Federal agency consultations

• Magnuson-Stevens Fisheries Conservation and Management Act
• Federal agency consultations, Essential Fish Habitat

• National Environmental Policy Act
• Environmental Impact Assessment (NOAA research & other federal

agency actions)

Where I work



1. MANAGEMENT: NOAA’s actions are integrated across
the agency & minimizing the acute, chronic & cumulative
effects of noise on marine species and their habitat

2. SCIENCE: NOAA & federal partners are filling common
knowledge gaps & building understanding of noise
impacts over ecologically-relevant scales

3. DECISION SUPPORT TOOLS: NOAA is developing publically
available tools for assessment, planning & mitigation of noise-making
activities over ecologically-relevant scales

4. OUTREACH: NOAA is educating the public on noise impacts,
engaging with stakeholders & coordinating with related efforts
internationally

NOAA’s Ocean Noise Strategy

oceannoise.noaa.gov



NOAA Roadmap

• Summarizes status of science and
management of noise impacts on protected
marine taxa.

• Aligns NOAA’s capacities and authorities to
enhance effectiveness and consistency in
the agency’s actions and communication
with stakeholders.

• Explains basis for broadening the agency’s
approach to noise management to better
protect acoustic habitat and mitigate
chronic and cumulative impacts.

• Recommends specific approaches and
actions for addressing priority management
and science needs.

NOAA’s Ocean Noise Strategy Roadmap

Guiding a decade (2016-2026) of NOAA
ocean noise-related, science, management,
decision-support and engagement

oceannoise.noaa.gov



Diversify and increase management capacity

NOAA’s Ocean Noise Strategy Progress

Growth in scientific basis for decision-making
2016 2021 2026

oceannoise.noaa.gov


























